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Annual Conference Lay Members   
Bob Scheets Carol Scheets 
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Kathy Rodgers 
Decorating Committee Chairperson 
Tracy Maxwell 
Finance Chairperson  
Jesse Calkins 
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Hospitality Chairperson 
Diane Gemignani 
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Marietta Axmear 
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Diane Gemignani & Ellen Butchart 
Youth Ministry Team Chairperson 
Karen Parssinen  
Staff Pastor Parish Relations Chairperson  
Marlene Erickson  
Stewardship Team Chairperson 
Tom Alverson 
Covid Task Force Chairperson 
Pastor Brenda Whitford 
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Derek Bergh 
United Methodist Women Chairperson 
Marlene Erickson  

MUSIC STAFF 
Lois Ulvin       Director of Music 
Judith Paddock       Organist 
Marge Johnson       Pianist 

 

United Methodist Church in Beloit and Clinton 
    Loving People Into Taking Their Next Step Wth Jesus 

    

                   BELOIT CAMPUS                 OFFICE               CLINTON CAMPUS 

                      2345 Prairie Avenue        2375 Prairie Avenue            402 Church Street                                                           
                              Beloit, WI                          Beloit, WI                        Clinton, WI 
                           608.362.8866                     608.362.8866                   608.676.4646 

  Fax 608.362.0554 

 

Seventeen people without internet currently have the bulletin and sermon mailed to 

them each week. Call the church office if you would  like them mailed to you as well! 
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    People we have prayed for…. 

Our condolences to the Family and Friends of… 

Pastoral Care visits can resume! Pastor Brenda qualified under category 1a of the 
Covid  vaccine distribution as a Spiritual Care Provider. She has completed her       
vaccination series and is available to resume in-person visits. If you or someone you 
love have received both vaccine doses and would like a home or facility visit, please  
let the office know so it can be scheduled.  

UMW Mary Circle will meet at 1:00 pm 
in Fellowship Hall on March 17th.   

The Program will be  
“Prayer and Self-Denial” 

Jess Calkins 
 Carol Scheets 
   Tim & Jean Crawford 
     Steve Rogers 
       Sarah Parsons 
         Gary Meier 
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I love spring flowers! I am a fan of yellow daffodils and red tulips, but    
at my previous house I also had crocuses, pink and purple tulips and  
peonies as well. Each year I get excited when the shoots begin to  
come up and I always look forward to the first blooms. 

I noticed when we bought our Beloit home that there were no spring  
flowers. I intended to plant some last fall, but then it occurred to me  
around Thanksgiving time that I didn’t do it, and by then it was too late.   

My thought after my disappointment was that is how my year has gone: one  
disappointment after the next. Covid itself has caused so many disappointments – no         
in-person worship, no inside gathering with church family at all, no grandchildren hugs,    
no large family gatherings, no restaurants or movies or so many other things. And now,       
I don’t have spring flowers. Disappointing! 

And yet, isn’t that what Easter is all about? Easter is about new life coming out of  
disappointment.  

I can’t imagine the degree of disappointment the disciples felt. They left everything to      
follow Jesus and now he was dead. For many of us, our Covid year doesn’t even begin     
to compare with what the disciples were going through on Good Friday, watching the     
person who they thought was the Messiah die. But Good Friday wasn’t the end. The      
caterpillar becomes a butterfly; the egg becomes a chicken; the bulb becomes a flower;  
Jesus, who was dead is now risen! We will rise from the disappointments of Covid, into 
new life! And it will be sooner than later.  

I’m disappointed that we couldn’t have another Easter Cantata, and that I can’t spend  
Easter morning with you in church. We will pray for good weather, and then Drive-In     
Worship at both campuses: Sunrise at Clinton and 9:30am in Beloit. It will warm up       
soon and we will again be able to meet outside. And the day will come soon when we     
can worship inside again. 

That first Easter it took some time for the resurrection from disappointment to become    
realized. I pray for resurrection for all of us. Hold on. It is coming!  

Stay strong in faith, until we can meet in person together, Love, Pastor Brenda 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Nan Bolar and Karen Parssinen are doing an incredible job each week leading Sunday 

School on YouTube.  If you know a child that would like to participate, contact the office 

and Karen will take them materials each week. Adults would be blessed watching as well! 

You can find the videos on our Website under the Ministries/Children’s Ministry drop down 

menu. You can also find the videos on our YouTube channel “River Of Life UMC Beloit.”  

You can watch worship online in two ways: 
* On our church website 

                                       *  Through Facebook  

The benefit of a “Facebook Premiere” (similar to a Facebook Live) is that 
we can comment in real time. So, as we watch at the same time, we can     
interact with the video together. This gives at least a little more sense 
of the community of our church family as we see each other’s comments.  

A Thank-You Note From Nan …… 
    
   I remember walking by myself over to the Methodist Church in my home town for the 
very first time.  I cannot say why I went….. I just know I went.  It was the beginning  
of my spiritual journey and my life surrounded by Christian people who supported me 
through every occasion (good or bad) in my life. I had a church family everywhere I 
have lived, Iowa, California, Washington state, Rockford, and Beloit.  Now I know why 
God guided those journey steps and provided “church families”. 

   Many of you know my mom had been struggling with her health and being able to stay 
in her home for the past few years.  Eventually, right as the true onset of COVID 19 
hit, she moved to a nursing home.  I don’t have to describe the experience and what 
happened over this past year.  She was also recently diagnosed with cancer.  When   
she passed away three weeks ago, I felt your support, your prayers, and your spiritual 
guidance each day during our travels and during our time of good-byes.  Thank you to all 
of you, for being a solid church family, even during unchartered times.  Thank you for 
reaching out to me and for all of your cards and expressions of sympathy!  May God 
keep you healthy and safe until we can “hug” again!   
 
Nan Bolar 
(February 11, 2021) 
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Judith Paddock is retiring as Organist effective immediately.  Her skill and passion on the organ 
and piano have impacted us all.  She will still play for specials things, but we will all gratefully  
miss her weekly playing. 

Blessings to you, Judy!! 
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Mission News  

March Loose Coins -- 
UMCOR 

 
March Loose Coin offerings are going to UMCOR, the United Methodist Committee on Relief. UMCOR       
provides humanitarian relief and disaster response in the United States and internationally. Equipped       
with communications technology, skilled personnel, and inventories of disaster supplies (packed by       
church volunteers), UMCOR is often first on the scene after a natural disaster. In addition, UMCOR                  
is involved in global development work, addressing issues of health, sanitation, sustainable agriculture,      
nutrition, and   food security. 
 
To contribute to the Loose Coin offering, just put your cash or a check made out to the church (with "Loose 
Coins" on the memo line) in an envelope and slip it in the mail slot at the church office; or mail it, or bring it 
to a drive-in service when they resume. Write your name and offering-envelope number on the envelope to 
have it included in your church giving record.  
 

Looking Ahead.... 
 
April Loose Coins will go to Caritas and the Clinton Food Pantry.  
 
Also in April and May, the Mission Committee will be collecting items for the Conference InGathering. The 
disaster response items our church will be collecting are the following: 
    Adult tooth brushes (individually packaged) 
    Bars of soap, 3-4 oz.  
    Dish soap, 16-34 oz. 
    Scrub brushes, with or without handles 
These items, plus Loose Coins money received in May, will be delivered to the Annual Conference InGather-
ing to be donated to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC). Look for more details in the April 
Current. 

-Ellen Butchart 

 

If you know of anyone who 

can use a walker (free) 

please let me know. 

 

Betty Hannum 

608-462-3312 

Arvilla Wentworth has moved,   
and would welcome cards: 
 

Our House 
820 17th Avenue 

Menomonie  WI  54751 
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Reopening Update: 

The Reopening Team met February 9th to continue considering concerns related to 
opening the building for in-sanctuary worship and the meeting of small groups. They 
want you to be aware of the following decisions: 

1.    We set a target date of June 6th for our first in-sanctuary worship      
services. Our state-wide and county-wide Covid numbers have decreased   
dramatically, and immunization rates are progressing well. We need a little 
more time to make sure infection rates stay down, we give time for a much 
higher vaccination rate, and we have confirmation that the vaccines are      
effective on the variants. June 6th is a target date, not a set date, and       
will be subject to the numbers 
2.    Committees and small groups may now meet in the church, provided       
participants wear masks, stay distanced, and sanitize as they arrive and      
are leaving. Contact the church office to schedule your committee or group. 
3.    As we continue to anticipate returning to in-sanctuary worship, we will 
have more opportunities for drive-in and outdoor worship. 
4.    You will soon be receiving by mail a survey similar to the one sent out last 
June. We will be asking if you are vaccinated, if you feel safe returning to 
worship (we will be masked, distanced, etc.), and which service you would be 
attending. Please either mail the survey back, drop it off, or bring it to one  
of our drive-in Easter services. 
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April 3 
Bob Parssinen 
April 5 
Carol Allen 
Tom Alverson 
April 6 
Carol Scheets 
April 7 
Kim Kuska 
April 9 
Frankie Ward 
April 10 
Sarah Parsons 
April 12 
Sheryl Horvath 
April 14 
Betty Jo Bussie 
JoAnne Edge  
April 15 
Donna Hammett 
 
 

April 16 
Ray Hartje 
April 19 
John Butchart 
David Clark 
Marvin Miller 
April 21 
Eva Andrews 
Sandy Hays 
Barbara Kuska 
Katherine Sibert 
April 23 
Joan Michels 
Krysta Smith 
April 24 
Kelly Clark 
April 25 
Judith Paddock 
Phil Story 
April 30 
Joanne Johnson 
  

 

 Special Offering:  
MARCH:  Umcor 

APRIL:  Native American Ministries 

LOOSE COINS: 

Last month, we collected $407.40 

for Bags of Hope.  Thanks1 

MARCH Loose Coins  

will go to UMCOR 

APRIL Loose Coins will go to  

Caritas/Clinton Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

 

ARITAS 
 

Note:  If your name is not on 
our lists, please call the       
office so we can update     

our records. 

April 5 
Dan & Pastor Whitford 
April 11 
Dale & Diane Gemignani 
April 20 
Steve & Karen Knutsen 

This month we are collecting: 

Soup (with pull-tabs) 

Baby Wipes 

Please contact the     
office if you or a friend 

would like a prayer 
shawl.  We have many 

shawls to share.  
Thanks to Connie    

Carlson for sharing her 
time and talents. 
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Hello United Methodist Women!
 

Women Want Their Rights 
 

She Leads: Empowering Women to Make a Difference

-Carol Connors, Communications Coordinator 
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 UMW Hopeful to Resume Fund Raising Events in 2021

 August 18-19 fall rummage sale

 

 Saturday, December 4  Christmas Cookie Walk

Opportunities for Giving 
Day of Giving 

Day of 

Giving

  

Good News for Circles!!! 

The Black Church 

Africa’s Great Civilizations 

http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/150
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Issue deadline:  
April 9th 

The next issue of the  
Current will be available 

April 18th 

Calendar 

Just a reminder …….. 
River of Life Beloit and Clinton Campus Buildings and Office Buildings  

are closed due to the public health emergency. 

Tuesday 

10:00 am Men’s Coffee Hour (FH) 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting (O) 

5:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal  

Sunday School 

Available anytime!! 
See the link on our website 

Wednesday 
10:30 am Bible Study (Zoom) 

 6:30 pm Bible Study (Zoom) 
with Pastor Brenda 

Saturday  
7:30 am Bible Study (Zoom) 

Bible Project with Bob P. 
 

Sunday 

9:30 am Beloit Worship Service   
Online & Facebook 

Calendar of Events   
 (also posted on the Web & Facebook)  

March 15  6:30pm Stewardship (Zoom) 
March 16  6:30pm Finance (Zoom) 
March 17  1:00pm Mary Circle (FH) 
March 22  6:00pm Trustees (Zoom) 
March 23  3:00pm SPPRC (Zoom) 
                 6:30pm Ad Council (Zoom)   
March 28  9:30am Palm Sunday Drive-In Service @ Beloit 
April  1      7:00pm Maundy Thursday On-line 
April  2     Noon Good Friday Service On-line 
                 7:00pm On-line Clinton Tenebrae 
April  4      6:30pm Drive-In Easter Sunrise Service                
                                             & Breakfast @ Clinton 
                  9:30am Drive-In Easter Service @ Beloit  

(see detailed schedule of Holy Week & Easter on page 8) 


